
March 17, 2020 

 

Good afternoon Edgewood Students and Families, 

 

We hope you are finding joy and peace in small things as the COVID-19 spread upends all of our routines, 

plans, and definitions of normal across the world.  At Edgewood High School, we have been working as a 

faculty and staff to develop a plan for on-line learning so that students can continue their education at home, 

supported by our teachers and support staff. 

 

Our remote learning experiences will begin with an 8-day pilot that runs from tomorrow, March 18 through 

March 27, when spring break begins.  It’s important to note that online learning will differ from the high-

school setting, where there are five-minute passing periods, and where students’ schedules have extreme 

variability.  At home, students have different distractions, responsibilities, and needs than they have at school.   

 

Our teachers are also working remotely, and the range of content, tasks, and tools that teachers know how to 

use or that make sense for diverse subject areas make this process complex.  We appreciate your grace as we 

work to streamline and communicate with students and with you. 

 

As we’ve planned over the past few days, we have worked hard to balance the desire to challenge students’ 

critical thinking, expression, and independent learning capacity while recognizing that while at home, students 

may have responsibilities to watch younger siblings, are contending with anxiety and stress caused by this 

uncertain time, and are surrounded by distractions -- like unlimited Netflix, Youtube, or a cozy bed. 

 

Though on-line learning affords students far more autonomy than school-based learning, we have worked hard 

to ensure that students will have tasks to complete for their courses weekly, and teachers will provide weekly 

feedback.  Students may respond to prompts in an on-line discussion, annotate texts, complete on-line labs, 

watch videos, participate in google hangouts with their classes, record themselves creating a project, share 

images of their notes for teacher feedback, and more. 

 

Edgewood faculty is well-versed in communicating assignments, criteria, and grades through PowerSchool 

Learning (PSL), and PSL will be the foundation for communication of remote learning expectations.  Students 

are asked to check PowerSchool Learning every day and to complete the tasks posted for each class.  

Students are also asked to check their email daily.   

 

For support: 

● Edgewood High School faculty recognize that families have different resources available at home and 

will work with students and families to problem solve access to on-line learning materials.  Please 

contact Ben Mund with questions at benjamin.mund@edgewoodhs.org.   

● For those students who receive LRC services, the teachers will monitor email daily from 8:00-3:30.  

You can contact them at lrc@edgewoodhs.org.  Ms. Foti will also send an email later this week with 

an update. 

● Student Services staff is working, in conjunction with faculty from different departments, to support 

students’ whole-life wellness.  They will send a daily resource that includes a workout for physical 

wellness, reflections and prayers for spiritual wellness, opportunities for mindfulness and emotional 

wellness, and more. Student Services staff will also check in with students and be available to provide 

support for any student who needs any kind of check in: for academics, mental health, anxiety, or just 

to share good news.  Contact counselors or other members of the department at 

student.services@edgewoodhs.org 



● All teachers will be working remotely from 8:00-3:30 daily, planning lessons, responding to student 

work, and monitoring email.  Teachers will also have office hours several times a week, and that 

schedule is below.  During office hours, teachers may hold google hangout discussions with students, 

have Zoom meetings with students, respond to student work in real time via google docs, respond to 

email inquiries, or more.   

 

 

FACULTY Office Hours March 18-27 

 

 Mon 3-16 Tue 3-17 Wed 3-18 Thurs 3-19 Friday 3-20 

8:00-9:30   Social Studies Science English 

9:30-11:00   PE Language The Arts 

11:00-12:30   English Religion Math 

12:30-2:00   The Arts Social Studies Science 

2:00-3:30   Math PE Language 

 

 

 

 Mon 3-23 Tue 3-24 Wed 3-25 Thurs 3-26 Friday 3-27 

8:00-9:30 Religion Math PE Language The Arts 

9:30-11:00 Social Studies Science English Religion Math 

11:00-12:30 PE Language The Arts Social Studies Science 

12:30-2:00 English Religion Math PE Language 

2:00-3:30 The Arts Social Studies Science English Religion 

 

 

I’d like to end with a note of gratitude and a prayer, with thanks to colleague Chris Zwettler for passing it along.  

None of us went into education to work in a school emptied of students, and Edgewood faculty and staff miss 

you already!  But we are excited to connect with you remotely, we are thinking about and praying for you in 

your homes and neighborhoods in the far reaches of our wide community, and we wish you peace and 

wellness.  Please share feedback as we work through the next eight days.  This is, of course, an 

unprecedented time in our nation and in the world, but working with and learning from you is a gift.  We can 

only get better with your feedback and are grateful for it! 

 

Peace on Tuesday, 

 

Beth Steffen 

Principal 

beth.steffen@edgewoodhs.org 

Prayer for a Pandemic 



  

May we who are merely inconvenienced 

remember those whose lives are at stake. 

May we who have no risk factors 

remember those most vulnerable. 

May we who have the luxury of working from home 

remember those who must choose 

between preserving their health or making their rent. 

May we who have the flexibility to care for our children 

when their schools close 

remember those who have no options. 

May we who have to cancel our trips 

remember those that have no place to go. 

May we who are losing our margin money 

in the tumult of the economic market 

remember those who have no margin at all. 

May we who settle in for a quarantine at home 

remember those who have no home. 

During this time 

when we cannot physically wrap our arms around each other, 

let us yet find ways to be the loving embrace of God 

to our neighbors. 

Amen. 

  

Shared by the Federation of Diocesan Liturgical Commissions. 

It was written by a member of the Interfaith Hospitality Network from Cincinnati, Ohio.   


