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Q. WHAT IS YOUR EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND?

I attended Catholic schools from an early age through high school, college and graduate school. Growing up an avid

New England sports fan in Providence, Rhode Island, I attended Our Lady of Providence Preparatory Seminary,

going on to major in English with Distinction at Providence College (sponsored by the Dominican Order of

Preachers). Taking my junior year at Blackfriars, Oxford in England (also Dominican-sponsored), I completed a

second B.A. and M.A. in English Language and Literature at the University of Oxford and a subsequent M.A. with

Distinction in Cultural and Critical Studies at Birkbeck College, University of London, the latter while teaching

full-time. I’m currently pursuing a Certificate in Advanced Educational Leadership (CAEL) from the Harvard Graduate

School of Education.

Q. WHAT HAS YOUR EXPERIENCE IN EDUCATION BEEN?

Inspired by strong teacher mentors, I pursued my vocation as an educator first in the United Kingdom where I began

my career as an Upper School English and Theater teacher at St. Dunstan’s College, London. While there I led wider

school initiatives, such as editing the school magazine and orchestrating a month-long student leadership expedition

to the Hindu Kush, Himalayas in Pakistan. While at St. Dunstan’s College I met, fell in love with and married my wife,

Jennifer. We moved to Tonbridge School in Kent where I taught English & Theater, coached tennis, served as a

house tutor in one of the school’s boarding houses and chaired Sixth Form Seminar, an interdisciplinary program for

300 students. I managed a program of high-profile visiting speakers drawn from the worlds of academics,

government, the arts and the media. I gained wider leadership experience when I served as Head of the English

Department at University College School, Hampstead, London, integrating technology into the English curriculum and

collaborating with the Head of School to build a new suite of classrooms for the English department. After that, I was

assistant head of school at Hackley School in Tarrytown, NY. And, most recently, I served as President of Wyoming

Seminary School from 2015-21 before returning to Rhode Island for family reasons.

Q. CAN YOU GIVE SOME EXAMPLES OF EDUCATION INNOVATIONS IN WHICH YOU HAVE BEEN INVOLVED?

I have always been interested in the core activities of teaching and learning, athletics, the arts and character

education and in building creative programming to support these in schools. Some innovative programs I have

experienced and helped champion in schools include: 

● Collaborating with academic department chairs to create a Community Studies Department which united

Diversity, Global Education, Environmental Sustainability and Community Service. This department oversaw

the creation of interdisciplinary electives including service-learning activities in the local community. 

● My work in the field of global education has brought schools memberships in Round Square and the World’s

Leading School Association (WLSA). 

● One of my favorite programs was an interdisciplinary travel program which encouraged two academic

departments to create real world, hands-on learning opportunities in the USA and in international settings.



Trips included community service activities in New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, a science

department trip to Iceland and a trip to Japan to study global economics and business. 

● I have also supported inclusion initiatives through collaborations with Narrative 4, a not-for-profit

organization which uses storytelling to inspire empathy. Each of these programs has enhanced community

engagement and, in the long run, helped different communities appreciate the varying perspectives and

backgrounds within them. 

● In England and New York, I also chaired an interdisciplinary program for students which brought a program

of high-profile visiting speakers drawn from the world of academics, government the arts and the media. 

● I have also enjoyed being part of a collaboration that introduced a girls’ wrestling program. 

● My deep interest in student leadership initiatives once inspired me to lead a month-long student leadership

expedition to the Hindu Kush, Himalayas in Pakistan which allowed the students and me to experience one

of the world’s most breathtaking mountain landscapes while studying geography and geology!

Q. WHAT PROMPTED YOU TO LEAVE PENNSYLVANIA AND RETURN TO RHODE ISLAND?

With aging parents during Covid Jennifer and I returned to Rhode Island to secure the conditions for their long-term

care. While in Rhode Island I have continued to support students and faculty at Bishop Connolly High School where I

have been serving as a consultant to the President on strategy and teaching and learning.

Q. WHAT DO YOU SEE BEING THE FIRST ORDER OF BUSINESS WHEN YOU GET TO EHS?

My first order of business will be to immerse myself fully in the EHS and Madison Communities and meet everyone,

learning stories so that I can share them and reflect them back to the community.

Q. WHAT ARE YOU MOST LOOKING FORWARD TO ABOUT JOINING THE EHS COMMUNITY?

I am looking forward to bringing to the EHS community my belief that schools are the most powerful means of

transforming individuals, communities and the world for the better. Everyone I met during my interview process and

Madison visit showed me they shared this faith in the power of EHS to do just that. I look forward to the teamwork

and to crafting a bold future for EHS together.

Q. WHAT ASPECTS OF YOUR BACKGROUND, EXPERIENCE, PHILOSOPHY, ETC. MAKES THIS

FEEL LIKE A GOOD FIT FOR YOU?

The Dominican education I received at Providence College in Rhode Island and at Blackfriars, Oxford in England

inspired in me a lifelong love of ‘Veritas’ – or the search for the truth. This faith also lives at the heart of the mission of

the Dominican Sisters of Sinsinawa who founded Edgewood High School. My love of the craft of creative teaching

and learning finds great affinity with the highly dedicated faculty and staff who work so hard to instill a love of lifelong

learning in EHS students. My experience in a variety of schools in the USA and England working with diverse

populations and diverse communities will serve as a natural fit with Edgewood’s dedication to serving the individual

learning needs of every student and to reflecting the diversity of the greater Madison community.

Q. WHAT ARE YOUR AND YOUR FAMILY’S THOUGHTS ABOUT MOVING TO MADISON?

We are all very excited to move to Madison! My son Oliver loves basketball and sports and is looking to do some ice

fishing like his grandpa did. My daughter Imogen is looking forward to making friends, to the warm community and to

trying rowing on the beautiful lakes. My Mother-in-law Jennie is looking forward to Friday night fish fries and

experiencing the walleyed pike from her youth, as well as the Olbrich Botanical Gardens and the UW Arboretum.

Jennifer and I are excited to get to know all aspects of the culture of Madison including the museums, the food and

beer scene and, of course, all the great people!



Q. WHAT ELSE DO YOU WANT THE EHS COMMUNITY TO KNOW ABOUT YOU?

I am passionate about school life and enthusiastic to bring my nearly 30 years of educational experiences and talents

to the Edgewood community as its next long-term President. I have lived in diverse locations in the United States and

England and consider myself to be similar to Madison: forward thinking, globally aware and down to earth. I also

cherish tradition, great stories and my Catholic faith.

We ask you to keep Mr. Rea, Mr. Elliott, and our entire Edgewood High School of the Sacred Heart school community

in your prayers during this time of transition.


